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Have mercy on poetry: Akhtar to MPs
Mumbai, July 24

The no-confidence motion in

the Lok Sabha might have

entertained many, but for

lyricist and screenwriter

Javed Akhtar, a former Rajya

Sabha MP, the session was an

insult to poetry. “With folded

hands and utmost humility, I want to request the

MPs of all the parties in the Lok Sabha to at least

have some mercy on poetry. Without any

exception each and every couplet recited during

the 12-hour session was wrongly worded, out of

meter or mispronounced,” he wrote on Twitter.

During the debate, many politicians, including

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, delivered poetic

lines, while AAP leader Bhagwant Mann

lampooned the BJP’s achhe din slogan. IANS

Monkey menace at VP’s House
New Delhi, July 24

When Ram Kumar Kashyap of the INLD raised

the issue of monkey menace in Delhi through a

Zero Hour mention in the Rajya Sabha,

Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu, the country’s

Vice-President, said he, too, was a victim of

simian trouble. Kashyap said monkeys uproot

plants and also carry away clothes put out for

drying. An MP was even delayed for a

committee meeting following a monkey

attack, he said. To this, Naidu said even his

official residence had not been spared. “Hope

Maneka Gandhi is not there,” he remarked in a

lighter vein referring to animal rights activists

and Union Minister. PTI

QUICKLY

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, July 24

The  Centre  has  rubbished  the
Telugu Desam Party’s charge that
Andhra  Pradesh  was  denied  spe­
cial category status (SCS), and as­
sured the State of more fi��nancial
aid  than  such  a  status  could
provide.  It  said  the  14th  Finance
Commission report prohibits the
Centre from giving special consid­
eration to any State.

Replying  to  a  three­hour­long
short duration discussion on “Im­
plementation of the provisions of
AP Reorganisation Act” in the Ra­
jya Sabha on Tuesday, Union Home
Minister  Rajnath  Singh  said  the
Centre  is  committed  to  fulfi��l  the
promises it made to the people of
Andhra Pradesh.

He said 11 of the 12 institutions
promised  for  post­bifurcation
Andhra Pradesh had begun func­
tioning. He said a committee had
been constituted by the Centre to
look into the feasibility of certain
projects,  including  the  construc­
tion  of  a  major  port  at  Dugara­
japatnam. A task force would look
into a report that declared unfeas­

ible the setting up of two steel pro­
jects in the State.

Singh listed the steps taken by
the Centre to ensure “justice” for
Andhra  Pradesh  and  said  ₹��6,766
crore had been earmarked for the
Polavaram  project.  He  said  the
Centre had issued an Ordinance so
that areas that were part of Telan­
gana after the reorganisation were
added to Andhra Pradesh, so that
Polavaram  project  would  not  be
delayed.  “We  will  complete  the
project on time,” he said and reas­
sured the State that a separate rail­
way zone would be created as per
the State’s request.

On  the  demand  for  SCS,  the
Home  Minister  said  there  was  a
confl��ict between then prime min­
ister Manmohan Singh’s commit­
ment, and the recommendations
of  the  14th  Finance  Commission.
He said the Centre had given the
State more aid than an SCS would.

Singh said the Opposition and
the  TDP  were  obsessed  with  the
word ‘special status’. “Why are you
just  stuck  on  special  category
status.  Why  don’t  you  just  move
on? The idea behind SCSis that the

State should get assistance. We are
giving more assistance than that,”
he claimed.

Making  a  rare  intervention,
former  Prime  Minister  Manmo­
han Singh urged the Centre to ful­
fi��l the commitments made to the
State. 

“Commitments  made  on  the

fl��oor of the House are to be hon­
oured and fulfi��lled. They are in the
nature of an assurance on behalf
of Parliament. I had expected my
distinguished  successor  to  fulfi��l
the commitment I had made after
consultation  with  his  own  col­
leagues,” he said.

TDP  leader  and  former  Union

minister YS Chowdhary, who initi­
ated the debate, said the fi��ght was
between morality and the major­
ity. “There is a parallel political pat­
tern unfolding in Andhra Pradesh
even  as  our  CM  has  been  strug­
gling day and night to build the fu­
ture  of  the  people  of  Andhra
Pradesh. The core element of this
pattern has been that the BJP has
begun to discover a new ‘Yours Sin­
cere  and  Reliable  Compromised
Partner’ (YSRCP),” he said, in a ref­
erence  to  AP’s  principal  opposi­
tion party, the YSR Congress.

The  Congress,  too,  supported
the TDP’s demands. “A steel plant
at Kadapa was promised. That has
not  been  fulfi��lled.  Vishakhapat­
nam steel plant is not being allot­
ted  captive  mines  in  the  Kadapa
region.  For  the  development  of
physical and social infrastructure
of  seven  backward  districts,  the
Government of India has just sanc­
tioned ₹��150 crore. It is peanuts for
the  development  of  seven  back­
ward districts,” said Leader of Op­
position Ghulam Nabi Azad.

YSRC  member  Vijay  Sai  Reddy
said both the TDP and the BJP had
failed  to  fulfi��l  the  promises  and
the stand of the TDP was to defl��ect
public attention from the admin­
istration’s failures.

Promises should be fulfilled, says Manmohan;

TDP claims YSR Congress colluding with BJP

Have given AP more aid than SCS could: Centre
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Mumbai, July 24

A constable died and another
was injured in stone pelting on
Tuesday, as a State­wide protest
called by Maratha outfi��ts seek­
ing  reservation  for  the  com­
munity  turned  violent.
Agitators  clashed  with  police
and  torched  vehicles  in  Aur­
angabad  and  adjoining  dis­
tricts of Maharashtra.

On  Monday,  a  27­year­old
protester,  Kakasaheb  Shinde,
had jumped to his death from
a bridge in Aurangabad, after
which  the  Maratha  Kranti
Morcha,  which  is  spearhead­
ing  the  agitation,  called  for  a
bandh on Tuesday. 

The  outfi��t  has  also  given  a
call  for  a  Mumbai  bandh  on
Wednesday.

In  Aurangabad,  protesters
set fi��re to public vehicles. Tyres
and  effi��gies  were  burnt  in
front of a State Government of­
fi��ce in Osmanabad, and trains
were  blocked  in  Parbhani
district.

A section  of  the  Maratha
community  is  incensed  with
Chief  Minister  Devendra  Fad­

navis, who had refused to par­
ticipate in the Mahapuja at the
Vithhal temple in Pandharpur
on the occasion of Ashadi Eka­
dashi, which fell on Monday.

Ashadi  Ekadashi  is  celeb­
rated across Maharashtra, and
the Chief Minister leading the
Mahapuja at the temple is an
age­old custom in the State. 

But Fadnavis declined the in­
vitation this year, citing secur­
ity inconveniences to pilgrims.
Fadnavis  had  alleged  that
some  members  of  the  com­
munity  were  planning  viol­
ence  at  Pandharpur  town  on
an auspicious day. 

Ravindra  Patil,  coordinator
of  the  pro­reservation  outfi��ts,
said  the  protest  would  con­
tinue  till  Fadnavis  apologises
to the Maratha community. 

Maratha quota stir turns violent

Protesting Maratha outfits set

fire to tyres at Neknoor village

in Beed district on Tuesday PTI

VINSON KURIAN

Thiruvananthapuram, July 24

The Left Democratic Front (LDF)
government  in  Kerala,  which
has completed two years in of­
fi��ce  and  is  now  looking  to  ex­
pand  its  base,  is  in  a  spot  of
bother  following  squabbles
between its minor partners.

Mathew T Thomas, the Janata
Dal­Secular’s  nominee  in  the
Pinarayi Vijayan Cabinet, is hav­
ing to fend off�� the ministerial
ambitions  of  the  party’s  State
chief, K Krishnan Kutty, and is
seeking  help  from  JD(S)  na­
tional  president,  HD  Deve
Gowda.

Kutty, a senior leader who has
not been appointed a minister
so  far,  and  his  colleague,  CK
Nanu, a former minister, were
overlooked  to  give  Thomas  a
position in the government.

Kutty now argues that the ap­
pointment  was  granted  on  a
‘sharing  basis’,  and  that
Thomas  should  step  down  in
his  favour,  having  completed
two years as a minister.

But Thomas has denied any

such  understanding,  claiming
deceit from within. 

He rued that Kutty’s personal
assistant,  who  was  reportedly
assigned  the  hatchet  job,  had
penned  a Facebook  post  char­
ging Thomas of communalism.
The burden of the post was that
Thomas had prevailed over the
Chief  Minister  and  Deve
Gowda,  by  invoking  the  bless­
ings of the infl��uential Christian
clergy  in  his  home  base  of
Thiruvalla.

It  is  public  knowledge  that
both Thomas and Kutty were in
the  race  for  the  Cabinet  posi­
tion,  with  the  latter  enjoying
Nanu’s  support.  But  the  de­
cision was left to Gowda, who
chose Thomas. 

In  a  separate  development,
two splinter groups of the Ker­
ala  Congress,  led  by  R  Bal­

akrishna  Pillai,  a  founding
father  of  the  original,  and
Scaria Thomas, a prodigal son,
have disagreed on the terms of
a planned  merger  authorised
by Chief Minister Vijayan.

While Pillai’s group is already
a constituent  in  the  LDF,
Thomas  is  an  outsider  and  an
applicant  for  entry  into  the
front. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  both
groups hastily called off�� a press
conference  that  was  to  an­
nounce  the  merger,  after  they
reportedly  sparred  on  the
choice of a possible ministerial
berth in the State Cabinet.

The  LDF  had  only  recently
okayed  measures  to  consolid­
ate its base, in the run­up to the
Lok  Sabha  elections  next  year.
Bringing  together  the  Kerala
Congress  groups  topped  the
agenda.

The  LDF,  and  particularly
Chief  Minister  Vijayan,  has
gone on record to demand that
the  coalition  would  be  better
served without a large number
of  fringe parties with confl��ict­
ing interests. Those who shared
the  same  ideological  base  but
were set apart by leaders with
petty egos, should ideally look
to  work  together  or  merge  in
order  to  consolidate  the  front
from bottom­up. 

JD(S) MLAs battle for

ministerial post;

Kerala Cong factions

call off merger

Kerala Water Resources

Minister Mathew T Thomas

LDF move to gear up for 2019
polls hurt by skirmishes within

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, July 24

RJD  leader  Tejashwi  Yadav  on
Tuesday  said  Congress  Presid­
ent Rahul Gandhi was not the
only  leader  from  the  Opposi­
tion  in  the  race  for  the  Prime
Minister’s post. “All the opposi­
tion parties will sit together to
decide on the prime ministerial
candidate,” said the former Bi­
har Deputy Chief Minister.

“There  are  others  like  (West
Bengal Chief Minister) Mamata
Banerjee,  (Andhra  Pradesh
Chief  Minister)  [N]  Chandrab­
abu Naidu, (NCP chief) Sharad
Pawar  and  (BSP  leader)  May­
awati,” he said, adding that his
RJD would back anyone who is
named the PM face of a united
Opposition.

“Our main concern is that op­
position  parties  will  name  a
leader who will save the Consti­
tution.  Rahul  Gandhi  may  be
that leader.”

“Rahul  Gandhi  has  to  unite
all non­BJP parties for a strong
grand  alliance,”  he  added,
adding that the Congress had a
pan­India presence. 

The  RJD  leader,  who  is  the
Leader of Opposition in the Bi­
har  Assembly,  said  the  prime
ministerial race was not an is­
sue and there were “several real
issues that matter for the coun­
try”. 

Rahul not sole
PM aspirant,
says Tejashwi 

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, July 24

Amid  talks  of  an  alliance
with  the  Congress  in  poll­
bound  States  such  as  Ra­
jasthan and Madhya Pradesh,
BSP supremo Mayawati indic­
ated  that  any  such  arrange­
ment  would  not  be
unconditional.

A statement  from  her  of­
fi��ce  on  Tuesday  said  the  BSP
would  make  alliances  with  a
party  only  if  it  gets  a  “re­
spectable” number of seats.

Mayawati cited statements

from  certain  Congress  lead­
ers that their party was keen
on an alliance with the BSP in
Madhya  Pradesh,  Chhattis­
garh and Rajasthan, and said
such  an  alliance  will  be  pos­
sible  only  if  her  party  gets  a
“respectable”  number  of
seats.

“We are capable of fi��ghting
all  the  seats  in  these  three
States  and  our  preparations
for the elections are going on
in a good manner,” she said.

There  were  reports  that
the  BSP’s  alliance  with  the

Congress  in  Uttar  Pradesh
will  depend  on  the  number
of  seats  the  Grand  Old  Party
gives  her  party  in  the  three

poll­bound  States.  BSP  has
three MLAs in Rajasthan, four
in  Madhya  Pradesh  and  one
in  the  Chhattisgarh
Assembly.

She  attacked  the  BJP  for
the Alwar mob lynching and
said the State government in
Rajasthan  had  been  protect­
ing  the  culprits  behind  the
lynching.  “Some  BJP  mem­
bers  consider  mob  lynching
as  a  patriotic  act.  We  con­
demn  that.  The  BJP  govern­
ment has proved that it is un­
able  to  take  any  action  on
that  crime.  We  request  the
court  to  intervene  in  the
matter,”  she  said  in  the
statement.

Truck with Congress only if BSP is given a

‘respectable number of seats’, she says

Mayawati sets terms for poll alliance with
Congress in MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh

BSP supremo Mayawati 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 24

The  Supreme  Court  on  Tues­
day expressed dissatisfaction
over  the  Centre’s  response
on  the  appointment  of
search  committee,  which
would shortlist a Lokpal,  the
anti­graft ombudsman.

A Bench of  Justices Ranjan
Gogoi,  R  Banumathi  and
Navin  Sinha  asked  the
Centre  to  fi��le  a  fresh  affi��­
davit,  providing  relevant  de­
tails  of  the  search
committee.

During  the  hearing,  Attor­
ney  General  KK  Venugopal
submitted  an  affi��davit  and
said  a  meeting  of  the  selec­
tion committee was held but
the  names  for  the  search
committee  were  not  fi��nal­
ised.  He  said  another  meet­

ing would be held soon.
Advocate  Prashant

Bhushan,  appearing  for  peti­
tioner  NGO  Common  Cause,
said  the  Centre  had  not  spe­
cifi��ed  the  date  of  the  next
meeting  and  were delaying
the appointment of a Lokpal
despite  passage  of  a  law
nearly fi��ve years ago. He said
contempt  action  should  be
initiated  against  authorities,
or  the  court  should  proceed
ahead  for  appointing  the
Lokpal  by  exercising  its
power  under  Article  142  of
the  Constitution  (enforce­
ment  of  decrees  and  orders
of the Supreme Court).

The  Bench,  in  its  order,
said  it  was  unsatisfi��ed  with
the  Centre’s  reply  and
sought  a  fresh  affi��davit  in
four weeks.

Lokpal: SC pulls up Centre 

OUR BUREAU

Visakhapatnam, July 24

The  bandh  called  by  Andhra
Pradesh’s opposition YSR Con­
gress to protest the denial of
Special  Category  Status  (SCS)
to the State, evoked partial re­
sponse.  It  was  not  backed by
the other parties. 

Although  schools  and  col­
leges  had  declared  a  holiday,
most  other  services  were
functional.

YSRC  leaders,  including
former minister B Satyanaray­
ana, were taken into prevent­
ive  custody.  They  were  arres­
ted  at  Maddilapalem as  they
tried to stop traffi��c. Before be­
ing  arrested,  Satyanarayana
said the State and Central gov­
ernments had failed in imple­
menting  the  AP  Reorganisa­
tion  Act,  2014.  “We  were  the
fi��rst to raise the SCS issue both
in the Assembly and in Parlia­
ment.  Now  the  State  govern­
ment  is  trying  to  stop  our
bandh call through force.”

AP bandh call
partial, peaceful

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 24

The Congress on Tuesday gave
notices for breach of privilege
against Prime Minister Naren­
dra  Modi  and  Defence  Minis­
ter Nirmala Sitharaman in the
Lok  Sabha  for  “misleading”
the  House  on  the  Rafale  deal
issue. 

The  Prime  Minister,  in  his
speech, endorsed the Defence
Minister’s  claims,  which  con­
tradicted the reply of his Min­
ister  of  State  for  Defence,
Subhash  Bhamre,  in  the  Lok
Sabha  on  November  18,  2016,
and  in  the  Rajya  Sabha  on
March  19,  2018,  the  notice
says.

Cong submits
privilege notice
against PM
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